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I was honored to recently speak at the ‘Bor-

der to Border Broadband: Better Together’ 
conference, which was sponsored by the 
Blandin Foundation and the Minnesota Office 
of Broadband Development. More than 170 
participants came together and agreed on a 
vision statement for the future of broadband of 
Minnesota. Today, Congressman PETERSON 
and I rise in strong support of that vision, 
which states that ‘‘All Minnesotans will be able 
to use convenient, affordable world class 
broadband networks that enable us to survive 
and thrive in our communities and across the 
globe.’’ 

The fact is, we need high-speed broadband 
in our rural communities. It’s a necessity re-
quired to help grow our small town rural econ-
omy and compete, start new businesses, cre-
ate new jobs, attract new people and mod-
ernize the education and health care services 
so essential to quality of life. Across our ex-
pansive and diverse district the Blandin Foun-
dation is working hard to make sure rural com-
munities have access to world-class high- 
speed broadband internet. 

Once again, we would like to thank the 
Blandin Foundation for all they do to strength-
en rural Minnesota through their many impor-
tant programs, in addition to their work on 
rural broadband. 
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Mr. HURD of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the life of Mr. Robert C. 
Morales. 

Mr. Morales passed away on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 9, 2016. He was well known in Van 
Horn, Texas for his outstanding leadership in 
the community. Not only did he provide Van 
Horn with a timely and reliable news source, 
but he also mentored unemployed youth, 
played the organ at Our Lady of Fatima 
Catholic Church, and was a member of a local 
band, Los Pecadores. Mr. Morales also served 
on the Culberson-Allamoore ISD School 
Board, Culberson County Property Tax Ap-
praisal District Board, and the Town of Van 
Horn Zoning Board. 

Mr. Morales was raised in Van Horn, grad-
uated from Van Horn High School in 1976, 
and earned a college degree from the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin. After graduation, he 
worked for the Laredo Morning News and the 
City of Laredo, later accepting jobs at Enron 
and Dr Pepper. His contributions to the town 
of Van Horn and the 23rd Congressional Dis-
trict of Texas have been integral to the com-
munity and will not be forgotten. On behalf of 
the 23rd Congressional District of Texas, I 
thank Mr. Morales for his involvement in Van 
Horn and his dedication to serving others. May 
he rest in peace. 
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Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to congratulate Mrs. Juanita Payne-Galbreath 
as the Okaloosa County, Florida, Education 
Support Professional of the Year. Mrs. Payne- 
Galbreath has proven to be a truly exceptional 
mentor whose impact extends far beyond her 
students, and I am proud to recognize her 
success and outstanding achievements. 

Mrs. Payne-Galbreath graduated from 
Niceville High School before attending Pensa-
cola Junior College. After completing her stud-
ies, Mrs. Payne-Galbreath joined the Okaloosa 
County School District, where she has served 
thousands of students over the last 18 years 
and has filled numerous important roles. She 
began her education career at Combs New 
Heights as an assistant, lunchroom monitor, 
and Exceptional Student Education classroom 
assistant, before continuing her career at Fort 
Walton Beach High School where she worked 
for five years in several capacities. She then 
moved to her current position at Crestview 
High School, where she is as an ESE para-
professional. 

Outside of school, Mrs. Payne-Galbreath—a 
loving wife to her husband, Joshua and moth-
er to their ten children—still finds time to serve 
Okaloosa County students, going far above 
and beyond the core responsibilities of her 
job. Her dedication to the students of 
Okaloosa County and her community is exem-
plified by the ‘‘Showers of Blessings Nook,’’ a 
service she created that provides high school 
students and their families basic needs such 
as—shoes, toiletries, and food gift cards. 

Northwest Florida is grateful to have such a 
compassionate individual working with our 
youth. Without question, her tangible contribu-
tions to her students are appreciated. It is Mrs. 
Payne-Galbreath’s love, faith, and nurturing 
character, however, for which we are most 
grateful. 

Mr. Speaker, the Okaloosa County Edu-
cation Support Professional of the Year award 
is a true reflection of Mrs. Payne-Galbreath’s 
steadfast dedication to the students of 
Okaloosa County. I am privileged to recognize 
Juanita for her accomplishments and her con-
tinuing commitment to excellence. My wife 
Vicki joins me in congratulating her and thank-
ing her for her dedication to serving the stu-
dents, teachers, and families of the Northwest 
Florida community. We wish Mrs. Payne- 
Galbreath all the best for continued success. 
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to speak about human rights crises in Eu-

rope and Eurasia. With the collapse of the So-
viet Union and end of the Cold War, many 
people expected that freedom, democracy, 
and peace, would spread throughout Europe 
and Eurasia. And yet now, the religious free-
dom of Christians, and people of other faiths, 
is being regularly violated. Russia invaded its 
neighbor Ukraine, illegally annexed Crimea, 
and is fueling and funding violent proxies in 
the eastern Donbas region of that country. 
Deadly anti-Semitism is again stalking Euro-
pean Jewish communities. The worst refugee 
and migrants’ crisis in Europe since World 
War II has engulfed the continent. Autocrats 
are using the law, and acting outside the law, 
to crush democratic opposition to their des-
potism. 

Violent anti-Semitic attacks increased 100 to 
400 percent in some European countries be-
tween 2013 and 2014. Anti-Semitism, and the 
evil goal of killing Jewish people, is hardwired 
into ISIS and those it inspires. Perhaps no 
other group in Europe is more at risk from 
ISIS attacks than the European Jewish com-
munity. That is why I authored House Resolu-
tion 354 as a blueprint for vital actions that are 
needed to prevent another Paris, Brussels, or 
Copenhagen. The House of Representatives 
passed it unanimously and I intend to hold a 
hearing over the coming weeks to explore 
what is necessary to ensure these actions are 
taken. 

In Crimea, the occupying authorities have 
targeted and retaliated against the Crimean 
Tatar people for opposing the annexation and 
the rule that has followed. Crimean Tatars 
have been arrested, detained, interrogated, 
and sometimes charged with extremism, illegal 
assembly, or belonging to an unregistered reli-
gious group. Religious minorities, including the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, have like-
wise been repressed. Crimeans who opposed 
or oppose the Russian takeover of Crimea, or 
have been unwilling to seek a Russian pass-
port, have been at risk of a crackdown. Re-
strictions have proliferated, including even on 
the teaching of the Ukrainian language or ac-
cess to Ukrainian culture. 

Repression is also rife in Azerbaijan. The 
Commission recently held a hearing on the 
terrible plight of political prisoners in Azer-
baijan, particularly the imprisonment of Radio 
Free Europe/Radio Liberty journalist Khadija 
Ismayilova. According to the Committee to 
Protect Journalists, Azerbaijan leads all of the 
countries in Eurasia in jailing journalists. In 
2015, the government imprisoned many well- 
known activists, including Anar Mammadli, the 
courageous head of EMDS, the leading elec-
tion monitoring organization in Azerbaijan. He 
spoke the truth about the fraudulent 2013 
presidential election and is still paying the 
price. I met with Anar’s father—a very gentle 
man—just a few months after Anar was ar-
rested and saw how Anar’s family is suffering 
from this injustice. 

More than 40 years ago, all the countries of 
Europe, the United States, and Canada, 
formed the Conference on Security and Co-
operation in Europe, to prevent and respond 
to these kinds of crises. This week, I chaired 
a hearing of the Commission on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe, the Helsinki Commis-
sion, where we heard testimony from Ambas-
sador Michael Link, Director of the OSCE’s 
Office of Democratic Institutions and Human 
Rights (ODIHR). 

Mr. Speaker, his testimony was a reminder 
of the serious threats to European Jewish 
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